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1. Pre-Ceremony activities, flyers, promotion etc. 

EMAIL to all ASHET members: 

On Monday 5 July, the Engineers Australia Engineering Heritage Committee of 
engineers Australia is presenting two talks on the history of electricity supply in the 
city of Sydney to mark the 100th anniversary of the City of Sydney electricity 
undertaking. 
 
ASHET members and others are invited to attend. Venue is the Harricks Auditorium, 
Ground Floor,118 Alfred Street, Milsons Point. Refreshments at 5.30 pm before the 
talks: no charge, no need to book. 
 
For more details see the attachment or phone Ian Bowie on 9351 2171. 
 
Regards 
Ian Arthur 
ASHET secretary 

Year of the Built Environment (YBE) email:- 

New South Wales YBE2004 Events | 1 July 2004 | www.ybe2004.nsw.gov.au  

Mon 5 July     100 Years of Electricity Supply for Sydney, Milson's Point  
This year marks the centenary of the electricity undertaking of the Sydney Municipal Council, which became the Sydney 
County Council, Sydney Electricity and then EnergyAustralia. After an introduction to the original system, the talk will deal 
with some of the main themes, including electricity generation in the Sydney metropolitan area, the development of the 
distribution network, the growth of energy sales, electricity prices and the pattern of energy use. Speakers: George 
Wilkenfeld and Chris Dalitz. George Wilkenfeld is a Consultant specialising in energy end-use analysis, energy efficiency 
programs and greenhouse gas emissions accounting. George’s research for about twenty years into the history of electricity 
in NSW has culminated in his being commissioned as co-author of the centenary history of EnergyAustralia.  
Chris Dalitz is the Senior Project Officer, Electricity Networks of the NSW Department of Energy, Utilities and Sustainability. 
He was previously with Advance Energy and the former Sydney County Council. Chris has a long interest in engineering 
heritage matters and is currently Deputy Chairman of the Engineering Heritage Committee. 
 
All Welcome, 5.30pm for 6pm start, Admission Free, Harricks Auditorium, Ground Floor, 118 Alfred Street, Milsons Point. 
Further information: Ian Bowie 9351 2171 
 
 

 

  

 

June Bulletin to all members :- 

 
 

http://www.ybe2004.nsw.gov.au/


 

 

 
 



 

Ceremony Photographs 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 

3. Post Ceremony reports, media etc. 

 

POWER INDUSTRY NEWS 

 
A CENTENARY OF POWER 

 
SYDNEY, July 9 - Sydney celebrated a centenary of electric power last 

Thursday. 

 
CBD based EnergyAustralia says that at 5pm on 8 July, 1904, the Lady 

Mayoress of Sydney officially turned on the power, bringing light to 

Sydney's CBD, from Circular Quay to Redfern, and from Hyde Park to 

Darling Harbour. 

 
The switching-on ceremony was performed at Pyrmont power station - on 

the site of what is now Sydney Casino. 

 
Lord Mayor Samuel E. Lees pulled a lever that released the steam from 

the station's 2,500 horsepower boiler, powering the generators. 

The Lady Mayoress turned on the electric current with a specially 

manufactured commemorative gold key. 

 
The first power station in Sydney was originally going to be located 

at Darling Harbour, but the site was abandoned due to an outbreak of 

Bubonic Plague. 

 
By the end of 1904, what was then Sydney Municipal Council had pushed 

its street lighting beyond the CBD to Oxford Street, Harris Street 

and Kings Cross, and had connected 86 customers to the network. There 

were 343 streetlights in 1904 - compared to more than 240,000 across 

today's network. 

 
It was reported that for the year 1905, total energy supplied was 2.6 

MWh. EnergyAustralia now distributes some 26,000 GWhs.  

 
EnergyAustralia says its customer numbers have risen from 86 in the 

first year to 1.4 million today.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Power Transmission and Distribution Magazine 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

EnergyAustralia Staff Magazine 
 

 
 
 



 

 


